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poetry will be what their expert opinion now thinks it. Work
merely good does not always prevail, and no one on earth can say
what your manuscripts will be worth fifty years hence: possibly
much more than ^400 put out at compound interest: possibly
less.

Will you let me have your reply, if possible this week? If you
agree to sell (and in spite of that missed hundred I think it a
fairly good offer) I'll tell the people. They say they will send me
the money in a week after, and I could bring it down in one of my
tea-time excursions to Eastbourne, & carry off the book when I go.

People I meet are delighted at the Observer article. Hogarth
should take a leaf out of my bad book, and ask you to let him use
it as a preface to the second edition of his history, which will
probably be one of its results!

I hope Mrs. Doughty continues to improve.  Yours sincerely

T E LAWRENCE

We can discuss other ways of making money when we meet.
It is rather fun. If I had been appointed your press-agent about
1900 I'd have grown fat on my commission long ago! TEL.

152:   TO SYDNEY COCKERELL1
31. 3. 22                                                                     [14 Barton Street]
Dear Cockerell, I went down to Eastbourne yesterday, paid
Doughty his ^400: and carried off The Dawn in Britain. No diffi-
culty arose at the last moment.
Fll give it to the B.M. this afternoon, & the fact will be pub-
lished possibly next week. And on Thursday I may start for
Bagdad!
Homer arrived: he's very handsome, & the inscription does
you credit after my remarks on Saturday. I'm very grateful to
you for the kindness: and will hope in turn to re-read the Odyssey
duly when I get back from the East. The Air Mail restrictions
of baggage will not allow me to carry it out across the desert.
John is finishing Mme. Suggia tomorrow & sending her to the
Academy. She will make a splash.
1 Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge,